 (
 
7. Who came to the aid of South Korea?
8. How was the necessary unanimous vote accomplished?
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1. Why did the US. want to end WWI as
quickly as possible?

2. Why did Truman doubt Stalin’s motives?

3. What did Truman think Stalin might do?

4. How did the Russians “help” North Korea?

5. What happened on June 25, 19507

6. How did the South Koreans react?
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9. What was the end result of the Korean
war?
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Korean War 1950-53

“The origins of the Korean War actually date
to the end of World War IL. The Russians
were anxious to “help” the Americans
secure victory over Japan in the Pacific.
Truman doubted Stalin’s motives, and
sought to end the war quickly. One day
after the US. dropped the atomic bomb on
Hiroshima, Russia declared war on Japan
and sent troops to help “liberate”
Korea from the Japanese.

*As the Cold War began, the
Russian troops stayed and
helped set up a communist
government in North Korea, while the US.
helped set up a republic in South Korea.
“Early in the morning of June 25, 1950, the
North Koreans (aided by Russian tanks,
airplanes and weaponry) crossed the 35th
parallel and invaded the South. Caught
completely by surprise, the South Koreans
were in full retreat. Had nations not come to
their aid, they almost certainly would have
had to surrender to the North Koreans.

*On June 27th, the Security Council of the
United Nations voted to send troops to aid
the South Koreans (The USSR was absent
on the day of the vote — thus the
unanimous decision to send the troops.)
Although the UN. peacekeeping force was
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made up of many nations, the US. provided
more than 0% of the troops.

“The UN forces pushed the North Koreans
back beyond the 35th parallel, and nearly
into China. The Chinese became involved in
the fighting, and a stalemate ensued.

“In July 1953, an armistice was signed by
both sides, and the boundary was re-
established at the 35th parallel




