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President George W. Bush

By Sharon Fabian

On January 20. 2001.
George W. Bush was
inaugurated as the new
president of the United
States. In 2005. he was
inaugurated for a second
term that would end in
2009. His two terms were
marked by important
historical events.

At home in the United
States. two topics addressed by President Bush were money and
education. One of the most damaging hurricanes in US hisfory also
occurred during his presidency.

One of the first things that President Bush did when he became
president was to promise a tax cut to the American people. and in
2001. tax cuts were made.

In 2002, President Bush signed the No Child Left Behind Act. This
law promised to give a better education to American children and to
make sure that all children did well in school. Although the idea of No
Child Left Behind was praised by many. critics argued that the federal
government never provided the money needed to make the law
effective.

In 2005. Hurricane Katrina struck the Gulf Coast of the United
States. It was particularly damaging to the state of Louisiana and
especially to the city of New Orleans. President Bush authorized the
new Department of Homeland Security and the Federal Emergency
Management Agency to help the victims of this huge natural disaster.
Many people displaced by the hurricane had to wait days to be
rescued. and the Bush administration faced harsh criticism over its
slow response to the emergency.

On the international scene, terrorism and the war in Iraq were two of

the most notable topics of the Bush administration.

A terrorist attack on the U.S. that occurred on September 11, 2001,
brought an immense challenge to the Bush administration. On that
day. hijackers crashed two aitplanes into the World Trade Center in
New York. collapsing both of its skyscrapers. The terrorists crashed a
third plane into the Pentagon near Washington. D.C. Nearly 3.000
people died in the attacks. It was soon announced that the terrorist
group al-Qaeda was responsible for the attacks.

President Bush declared a war on terrorism. The goal of this war. he
said. was to bring the terrorist group al-Qaeda and its leader Osama
bin Laden to justice. Countries all over the world showed their
support for the U.S.

By 2003, the goals of President Bush's War on Terrorism had
changed. They had begun to focus on Saddam Hussein, the leader of
Iraq. President Bush's office announced that Saddam Hussein had
been building weapons of mass destruction in Iraq. He ordered an
invasion of Iraq, and the Iraq War began. This time. the U.S. had
much less support from other nations of the world.

President Bush's original hope for the Iraq War was that it would be a
short one. but that did not happen. U.S. troops remained in Iraq year
after year. As the war stretched on. President Bush's popularity with

the American public decreased. The U.S. was involved in a long and
difficult war.

Like all presidents, President Bush had many supporters, mainly
among his own Republican party. and also many opponents.
particularly among the Democrats. Many people praised President
Bush as a leader who looked out for the best interests of the United
States. Others criticized his actions.

Supporters of President Bush praised him for staying on course with
the Iraq War. They also gave him high marks for preventing any
further terrorist attacks.

Opponents criticized the president's decision to invade Iraq and
feared that this action had lessened the respect that other countries of
the world had for the U.S. They also criticized the high national debt
that the war has created.

George W. Bush was the forty-third president of the United States.




