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1. Why did the USA and the USSR 
NOT
 compete on the battlefield during the Cold War?
2. What was the arms race? 
3. How was the space race a disguise for weapons development?
4. What are ICBMs?
5. Who else developed Nuclear weapons?
6. When was the first H-Bomb tested?
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‘Super Power Competitic
“The United States and the Soviet Union
rarely competed with each other on the
battlefield during the Cold War, because
with nuclear weapons, a battlefield war
might tum into global destruction. S0 how
did the two nations compete? What was
the battlefield of the Cold War?
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Arms Race

“The nuclear arme race was the centerpiece
of the superpower Cold War competition.
Both the United States and the USSR began
stockpiling nuclear weapons, and used type
and quantity as points of comparison.

“The United States tested the first

H-bomb (Hydrogen bom) in 1952,

and the Soviets did likewise nine

monthe later.

“The space race provided the cover for so-
phisticated weapons development — specifi-
cally the development of rocket boosters
that would be used to power missiles. Thus
the panic created in the United States over
the Soviet launch of Sputnik was really
about the fact that the Soviets had created
rocket boosters that would power missiles
amywhere in the world.

“These missiles were called z
ICBMs, or Inter-Continental Bal-

listic Missiles; and they were

equipped with & nuclear warhead.

“Other nations like Britzin, France & China
developed nuclear weapons during the
19505 & 60, but not to the scale of the
two superpowers.

“In the 1970s, the superpowers began to
back away from weapons production, and
actually signed Arms Limitation Treaties.




